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THURSDAY-FRIDAY. NOV.14-15: UD VIGIL AND ROLL CALL OF MARTYRS 
WILL SERVE AS SEND OFF TO PROTESTORS' TRIP TO SCHOOL OF AMERICAS 
The University of Dayton Pax Christi student organization for peace will hold a Vigil of 
Solidarity from 5 to 5:30p.m. Thursday. Nov. 14, in the Immaculate Conception Chapel in 
support of UD protestors traveling to Fort Benning, Ga., the next morning. On Friday, Nov. 15, 
52 UD students, faculty and staff members - double the number of years past - will leave 
campus for the military base to protest operation of and U.S. tax support for the former U.S. 
Army School of the Americas, now known as the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 
Cooperation (WHISC). The UD group will join a total of more than 10,000 other protestors 
from across the country expected to take part in the nonviolent protest at the base Saturday 
and Sunday. 
Thursday evening's vigil will include a roll call of the names of 70 of the countless Latin 
American martyrs who have died at the hands of soldiers trained at WHISC. The roll call will 
mimic a roll call to take place at the base on Sunday. The vigil will also include candle-lighting 
for martyrs as well as a presentation and blessing of the 52 protestors going to Georgia. 
On Friday, protestors will travel in five vehicles, all departing from Liberty Hall. A van 
carrying 11 people is expected to leave at 9 a.m., a van and car carrying 20 people will leave at 
1 p.m., and a van and car carrying 20 others will leave at 3 p.m. Those making the trip will 
gather behind Liberty Hall15 minutes prior to departure to load the vehicles and prepare for 
the 11-hour drive. 
According to SOA Watch, an independent organization that seeks to close the school 
using nonviolent means and organizes the annual protest, the Sc..l-tool of the Americas trains 
Latin American soldiers in combat, counter-insurgency and counter-narcotics. Graduates of the 
SOA have been responsible for some of the worst human rights abuses in Latin America, it says, 
including the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero in 1980 and the El Mozote massacre 
of 900 civilians in 1981. 
Senior Julie Reiter, who serves as co-president of Pax Christi with junior Maura Carew, 
said the vigil will provide a local means of protest for those who can't travel to Fort Benning. 
"We believe violence is no way to teach democracy, and we wanted to let the entire campus 
community be part of our message," Reiter said. Carew added, "the more people who 
participate, the more attention we can help draw to this cause which so many Americans still 
.don't know about." 
For media interviews, contact Julie Reiter at (937) 627-8328 or via e-mail at 
reiterje@notes.udayton.edu and Maura Carew at (937) 627-8484 or at 
carewmak@notes. udayton.edu. 
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